
Meet the Speakers 
 
 

 Rhonda Thompson has been with SC DHEC’s Bureau of Air Quality for over 29 years. She has been 
the Chief of the Bureau of Air Quality since April 2016. Prior to becoming Bureau Chief, she served as 
Assistant Bureau Chief for 9 years. 
 
At the regional and national level, Rhonda currently serves as Secretary/Treasurer of the Association 
of Air Pollution Control Agencies (AAPCA), Board Member and past chair of the Southeastern States Air 
Resource Managers (SESARM), and a Board Director of the Carolinas Air Pollution Control Association 
(CAPCA).   
 

Rhonda has a B.S. Degree in Engineering from the University of South Carolina, and is a Registered Professional Engineer 
in South Carolina.   

 
Dr. Mike Marcus is Chief of the Bureau of Water at SCDHEC. He holds a BS in Microbiology from 
Clemson University; an MS.PH from the University of South Carolina Arnold School of Public Health 
(Epidemiology and Biostatistics); and, a Ph.D. also from the Arnold School in Environmental Health 
(Aquatic Toxicology). His first career at SCDHEC began in the Environmental Microbiology Laboratory 
and ended as Director of the Santee Cooper Basin Long-Term Water Quality Assessment Project. He 
then spent the next 30 years in the private sector in the EPC and environmental consulting industries. 
He returned to SCDHEC in 2018 as Chief of the Bureau of Water. 

He is a member of the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, the National Shellfisheries Association and 
Water Environment Federation/Water Environment Association of SC. He is a past member of the Air & Waste 
Management Association where he served as the SC Chapter, Secretary of the South Atlantic States Section and on the 
Resource Conservation Technical Coordinating Committee. 
 

Henry Porter has served as the Chief of Land and Waste Management since September 2018.  
Prior to this he was in the Bureau of Air Quality as the Assistant Bureau Chief and as the Director 
of the Emissions, Evaluation and Support Division.  Early in his career with DHEC he worked in 
staff and management level positions in the Waste Management Division in the Bureau of Land 
and Waste Management.  Henry has more than 29 years of service with DHEC.   
Henry has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of South 

Carolina.     
 
 

Myra Reece serves as the director of Environmental Affairs, overseeing DHEC's Office of 
Environmental Quality Control and Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management. A member 
of the DHEC team for more than 30 years, Reece previously served as chief of the agency's Bureau of 
Air Quality. Before serving as Air Quality bureau chief, Reece served as director of DHEC's 
Environmental Quality Control District in Aiken. 

Reece received a bachelor's degree in microbiology from Clemson University and a master's degree 
in public health with an emphasis on hazardous materials management from the University of South 

Carolina.  She is also a graduate of the Management Academy for Public Health at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, a graduate of the Southern Center of Excellence in Environmental Health at Emory University and has 
obtained professional certification as a Certified Hazardous Materials Manager.  Reece is also serving on the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Air Act Advisory Committee, making her the sole state representative from the 
southeastern states. 

 
 



 
 
 Ethan Ware represents businesses and industries in environmental and health and safety legal matters. 
He has appeared on behalf of businesses in negotiations relating to environmental permits, in defense 
of environmental and OSHA enforcement actions by state and federal agencies, in defense of toxic tort 
lawsuits, and on behalf of industry in criminal and civil actions. 
 
Ethan's practice also covers review of environmental issues in transactions and environmental and 
health and safety training and auditing programs. As part of service to the mining industry, Ethan has 
defended cases for safety and exposure liability. 

 
Ethan has an active Southeastern practice and has authored many articles on timely environmental issues for the South 
Carolina publication, Business Journal, and the South Carolina Law Journal. He is also a past president of the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Section of the South Carolina Bar. He works with Western Carolina Industries, South Carolina 
Chamber of Commerce, South Carolina Manufacturers Association, the Manufacturers and Chemical Industry Council 
(Raleigh), South Carolina Mining Association and other business-related trade associations, providing environmental and 
OSHA counsel and guidance. Ethan is best known for his accomplishments in air, hazardous waste and wetlands law. 
 
Ethan is listed as a leading environmental attorney by Chambers USA (2016-present), and he is listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America©for environmental law and environmental litigation (2013-present). In 2013, Ethan was named the Best 
Lawyers® Columbia Lawyer of the Year for both environmental law and environmental litigation. In addition, Martindale-
Hubbell has rated Ethan an AV attorney, its highest rating available. He earned a Juris Doctor degree from the University 
of South Carolina and a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from Wofford College. 

 
 Nicole Saniti is the Manager of Consulting Services for Trinity Consultants Charlotte office, and has 
provided environmental permitting and compliance support to industrial facilities for 15 years.  She 
works closely with clients in several industries, including chemical, automotive, and electric power, to 
ensure continuous compliance while achieving business objectives.  Ms. Saniti graduated with a B.S. in 
Chemical Engineering from the University of Rochester and an MBA from Wake Forest, and is a 
Professional Engineer in North Carolina, South Carolina, and Texas.  While not in spreadsheets or 
meetings at DHEC, she enjoys running, hiking, a nice glass of wine, and spending time with her husband 
and two little girls.   

 
 
Lee Slusher is the Director of Corporate Environmental at Milliken & Company, where he coordinates 
the company-wide management systems for achieving environmental compliance and provides 
environmental regulatory support for over 35 manufacturing locations worldwide.  
Lee has worked at Milliken for over 20 years, serving in a variety of roles related to environmental 
compliance. He holds a degree in Chemical Engineering from Tennessee Technological University and 
is a registered Professional Engineer.  
   
 

 
John Durkee received his bachelors in Civil Engineering from Clemson, joined the Industrial 
Wastewater Division at DHEC, and issued NPDES and wastewater construction permits for five 
years. During this time, he moved into a section management position and received his master’s 
degree in Civil & Water Resources Engineering from USC. In 1998, John’s wife got into MUSC, and 
he worked for two consulting firms in Charleston for about nine years before starting his own 
company in 2007. Water Environment Consultants was formed in January 2015 when his firm 
merged with another. Water Environment Consultants assists industrial and municipal clients (often 

through other consulting firms) with their water, wastewater, and storm water permitting, engineering and modeling 
needs. He enjoys running, fishing, and being with his 17, 14, and 11-year-old children. 
 



 
 Diana Brunson is from a small town in Ohio, but has resided in Sumter, SC for nearly 40 years. She 
currently works for Caterpillar Inc., and holds an Environmental Technology degree, she has 20 years 
military experience with 10-year maintenance background, and 25 plus years environmental 
experience.  Currently, she holds an “A” level physical chemical waste water license for the state of 
S.C., and she has 18 years’ experience working with waste water treatment.  
 
 
 

 
Chase Fulk currently works for Duke Energy providing environmental governance and oversight to 
the six nuclear generating stations in the Carolinas.  The six sites consists of eleven nuclear reactors 
with a combined capacity of approximately 10,755 megawatts of electricity.  Prior to this role, he 
spent five years at Duke Energy's Catawba Nuclear Station in York, SC providing environmental 
compliance support for all environmental programs.  His career with Duke Energy began at the 
Applied Science Center in Huntersville, North Carolina providing surface water quality monitoring on 
the reservoirs that are managed by Duke Energy.  From 2011 to 2014, Chase left Duke Energy to be 
the Environmental Compliance Coordinator at Pacific Gas & Electric's Humboldt Bay Generating 
Station in Eureka, California.  Earlier in his career, he worked for an engineering consulting firm in 

Charlotte, NC as a Geologist supporting the environmental and geotechnical departments. Chase is a Professional 
Geologist in North Carolina and received his B.S. Geology from Georgia Southern University in Statesboro, Georgia.  
   
Chase and his wife, Mandy, met in college as geology students and have been married for over 20 years. They live in 
York, SC with their four children: Jackson, Anderson, Henry, and Vera. When not working, Chase can usually be found 
outdoors either cheering for his children's teams, hunting or working in the garden.  Chase is an active supporter of 
various conservation organizations and is an active volunteer at the local schools.  He enjoys listening to podcasts and 
any presentations provided by Ethan Ware. 
 

Chad Johnston is a Shareholder with the law firm of Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A., in its 
Columbia office.  Chad represents a number of clients in a wide range of business and 
administrative matters related to issues of compliance, permitting, contractual issues, and 
general litigation, including water, sewer, and electric utilities, state and local governmental 
entities, and corporate entities.  Chad’s primary focus is on environmental and regulatory 
matters, counseling clients on environmental permitting issues with state and federal 
agencies, regulatory matters, mitigation solutions, defense of complex enforcement actions, 

and economic development issues.  Chad has extensive experience before administrative bodies, state and federal 
courts, appellate courts, and working with state and federal regulatory bodies.   
 

 
Rick Toomey is the Director of the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC). 
Appointed to the position by the S.C. Board of Health and Environmental Control, he assumed his 
duties as agency director on Feb. 26, 2019.  
  
A native of Greenville, Toomey holds more than 32 years of public health administration and 
executive management experience. Prior to his current role, he served as the President and CEO of 
Beaufort Memorial Hospital. In addition, he spent eight years as a health care consultant, primarily in 
Tampa, Fla., and Chicago, Ill., before joining the staff of Nash Health Care Systems, in Rocky Mount, 

N.C., in 1989. In 1998, he was named President and CEO of Nash Health Care Systems.  
 
Toomey earned his undergraduate degree in management science and master’s degree in hospital administration from 
Duke University. He also holds a Doctor of Health Administration from the Medical University of South Carolina in 
Charleston. 
 



 
Anthony “Wes” Westbrooks is a Senior Waste Logistics Specialist with BMW Manufacturing 
Co. LLC He has held this position for 16 years. He is responsible for the waste management 
and recycling contract for the movement of the waste streams from the point of generation to 
final disposition.  Wes has been with BMW for 19 years now. 
 
Wes helped drive the Zero Landfill at Plant Spartanburg since the end of 2009.  
 
He is a mentor at local schools and businesses on recycling and how to get started to be 

landfill free. Wes leads the “Green team” at BMW. He works with all departments as well as onsite contractors to 
promote recycling and the proper disposal of all waste streams. 
 
Wes is the chair for Recycling Market Development and Advisory Council for the state of South Carolina and former 
President and Treasurer for the Carolina Recycling Association. 
 
He received his BA from Southern Methodist University, AA from Methodist College. 
 
 
 


